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Who is competent?



	15 February, 2017

 


Exactly what is meant by a ‘competent person’ when referring to the drawing up and certifying of written schemes of examinations under the Pressure Systems Safety Regulations 2000?


In Regulation 8 – Written Scheme of Examination – paragraph 100 (page 31) states: “The written scheme of examination can be written and certified as suitable either by an independent competent person or by the in-house competent person.”
So, who is deemed a Competent Person? In paragraph 99 Regulation 8 it states: “At least one member of staff qualified to incorporated engineer level with adequate relevant experience and knowledge of the law, codes of practice, examination and inspection techniques and understanding of the effects of operation for the system concerned.”
This is for minor systems (into which most compressed air systems fall) defined in paragraph 98. Anyone can draw up a written scheme of examination, but only a person qualified to Incorporated Engineer (IEng) with the relevant pressure systems experience can certify (sign off) a written scheme.


If the end user of a compressed air system has no such staff then they need to identify an external competent person, BCAS members being an obvious answer.
The Approved Code of Practice and guidance for Pressure Systems Safety Regulations 2000 can be downloaded free from www.bcas.org.uk
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To view a digital copy of the JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2024 edition of Hydraulics & Pneumatics Magazine, click here.



For a FREE subscription please click here



To visit the Library for past issues click here





To view a digital copy of the NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2023 edition of Hydraulics & Pneumatics Magazine, click here.



For a FREE subscription please click here



To visit the Library for past issues click here






To view a digital copy of the JULY/AUGUST ISSUE of Hydraulics & Pneumatics magazine that includes the ANNUAL BUYERS' Guide for 2023,  click here.



To visit the Library for past issues click here




To read the latest BFPA Yearbook, click here  ..

Click the image to go to the BFPA Training Academy website

To read the official BCAS Compressed Air & Vacuum Technology Guide 2018  click here
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