
    
    
    
    
        
        
          [image: ]
            
          
            
                [image: ]               
      
        [image: ]            
      
        [image: ]            
      
        [image: ]            
    
                         
            9 April, 2024
                       
        

    
		
	    

    
        
        
        
Skip navigation
	Home
	Editorial	News


	Editor's Comment


	Hydraulics


	Pneumatics


	Systems & Sensors


	Compressed Air


	BFPA


	BCAS


	Archive
	Last Month
	Browse articles by date







	Products/Services	Products/Services Directory





	Events
	Magazine	Advertising
	Display Advertising Rates / DFA Direct Mail & E-Cast Services / Online Advertising & Specifications




	Circulation Activity


	Contacts: Editorial, Advertising & Overseas


	Direct Marketing


	Digital Issues
	Latest Issue
	Archive




	Editorial Programme


	Media Pack
	UK Media Pack 2024
	UK Media Pack 2023
	US Media Pack 2023




	ABC Certificate [image: ]


	Practical Engineer's Handbook Order Form


	Production / Publishing Dates


	Subscribe
	Non-UK Subscriptions
	UK Subscriptions




	





	Jobs
	Spotlights	In the Spotlight





	Videos	Videos









         


		

                        


 

	


        

        
            
        
        The next edition is the APRIL/MAY 2024 ISSUE Editorial features include:  Hydraulics section – FLUID ANALYSIS, FILTRATION, PUMPS, HOSE REELS, SWAGING. Pneumatics - the latest products & accessories.  The Integrated Systems section covers ELECTRO-PNEUMATIC SYSTEMS Applications section - EDUCATION/TRAINING/APPRENTICESHIPS Compressed Air & Generators section - the latest in Air Products, Treatment, Compressors, Hose & Fittings. Knowledge Base section – ADDITIVE MANUFACTURING/3D PRINTING. Special Reports - MANUFACTURING FOCUS. Dates & Deadlines - editorial by 10th APRIL, advertising booking/copy by 10th. APRIL, the scheduled publication date is from 1st MAY.  Please email for assistance, more information etc. Andrew.Jell@dfamedia.co.uk or Ryan.Fuller@dfamedia.co.uk 
CALL +44(0)1732 370 347 


        
        
        
            
                         
            
        
        
        
        
        
            
            
            

	






 









    
	
	    Print
		[image: ]
	    
	
    






	
The first step towards compressed air efficiency takes just 10 minutes 



	24 October, 2018
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One barrier to energy savings is the perception that assessing the efficiency of an air compressor network is disruptive and time consuming. In this article Stef Lievens, business line manager for Industrial Air at Atlas Copco Compressors UK, argues that, when approached correctly, the process can be efficient, fast and hassle-free.



When conducted responsibly, compressed air energy audits can quickly flag-up no-obligation opportunities for improvements and energy savings that companies can either implement themselves or work with their partners to realise.

This is particularly pertinent for companies seeking to implement an energy management system while working towards achieving ISO50001. There’s also a strong case for companies that need to comply with Phase 2 of ESOS, which requires participating companies to conduct audits to identify cost-effective energy-efficiency opportunities.

As air compressors typically consume between 10 to 12% of a factory’s electricity, and sometimes up to 30 per cent, the potential for realising energy savings by conducting a compressed air energy audit shouldn’t be overlooked.

Thankfully, the initial step couldn’t be any easier and involves a visual assessment, such as a free #airCHECK service, that can be conducted in as little as 10 minutes; without any disruption to production. By nature, this type of exercise is intended to flag-up ‘quick-win’ opportunities for end users to fix costly air leaks and address inefficient operating practices; such as leaving compressors to run during periods of low-demand like evenings and weekends.

Quick check



Some companies may be under the illusion that their compressed air system is highly efficient, or simply happy that it is operating sufficiently. In either case, it causes no harm to undertake a quick #airCHECK, which can also be used to highlight whether a compressed air system is non-compliant or losing serious money.

For those wishing to investigate the potential savings in more depth, the next stage is to perform a straightforward data-logging exercise; such as an iiTrak system energy audit. Again, this type of no-obligation service is intended to be unobtrusive, with the required hardware usually taking less than 15 minutes to install. After set-up, the data logging device is left to operate for a one-week period, during which AIRchitect software intelligently analyses compressed air usage patterns.

Following this, participating companies will receive a free and detailed report, outlining where compressed air production improvements or opportunities to reduce energy consumption could be made; as well as highlighting any non-conformance with ISO standards. It’s at this stage when participating in an energy audit usually shows its true value. This is because the potential process and production enhancements, not to mention financial savings, are often compelling enough to enable a plant or energy manager to make a very strong business case for their organisation to invest in a compressed air upgrade.
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