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Industry doing its bit 
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The coronavirus pandemic has proved to be a particularly formidable trial for people from all walks of life. People haven’t been able to attend loved ones’ funerals, friends and family are often only able to communicate face-to-face via some kind of digital conferencing service rather than personal visits, and many business are feeling a pinch that the simply never saw coming. However, many firms, universities and associations are rising to the COVID-19 challenge.Those operating within the engineering, fluid power and other related sectors are a heartening case in point.


 A new project has been launched to unite engineers from across the world to help solve challenges deriving from the Covid-19 pandemic. Professor Peter Ogrodnik, a biomedical engineer from Keele University, is leading the project in collaboration with the Institution of Engineering Designers. The Institution is calling for engineers and designers to join it and help tackle some of the biggest issues affecting the NHS and care providers, which could include creating a device to enable a frail person to accept a food parcel, the mass production of ventilators and testing surgical masks after they've been sterilised.
 Tyre inflation and compressed air products provider, PCL, made the decision recently to recommence limited operations at its facility in Sheffield to support key sectors who remain open for essential work, including the automotive industry and emergency services. Production was temporarily suspended following the Prime Minister’s announcement forbidding all but necessary travel. However, restricted production and logistical activities resumed following further dialogue with government representatives. The Sheffield site is up and running subject to strict provisions and PCL has introduced adaptations to the production process, using skeleton staff who are being protected through meticulous measures including social distancing and the provision of appropriate Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) and cleaning equipment. Meanwhile, remote working continues for office staff so PCL can continue to offer a high level of customer service.
 A number of British Pump Manufacturers’ Association (BPMA) member companies have been supplying products and equipment into essential services, from food & drink processing to water supply and utilities, from pharmaceuticals to medical equipment. One such company is Bristol-based Apex Pumps, who recently received an enquiry from a well-known chemical company for an ATEX certified pump, required to handle ethanol, a key component in hand sanitiser. The requirement was to help increase production of hand sanitiser for use across the NHS and the wider UK market. The pump set was delivered within 5 days, having been designed and built at the company’s production facility in the UK. BPMA member Grundfos is also playing a significant part. In this its 75th Anniversary Year, the Poul Due Jensen Foundation (the Grundfos Foundation) recently elected to expand its normal £16 million donation level and remit, to £25 million, allowing it to pledge some £9 million specifically to support research into COVID-19.


 





		  View all
	Next »







1
 | 2














Related stories
	
Hydraulic fluids: Understanding the  value high-quality zinc-based fluids  can bring to operational productivity 

26 August, 2020

	
NWCE Food Service Engineers boosts workforce with BigChange Tech

07 March, 2023

	
Chicago Pneumatic appoints Plantmasters as authorised distributor 

29 August, 2018

	
The importance of value-added service 

15 February, 2017

	
ExxonMobil introduces Mobil ServSM lubricant analysis programme

09 December, 2016











	    
    	    
    	    
	    
            
            
	    
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
		
            

            
            
             
                

    Events


 




	
Smart Manufacturing & Engineering Week

05 - 06 June, 2024

NEC, Birmingham

	
HILLHEAD 2024

25 June, 2024, 9:00 - 27 June, 2024, 16:00

Hillhead Quarry, Buxton, Derbyshire UK
















             

            
            

            
                
            
                
                
                    
                   
                   
             
            
            Buyers' Guide Search
            

             

            
  
    	Search for UK supplier by name
	
             
            	 
            
            

	Browse by Product Group.
	
             
            Hydraulics
Pneumatics
Compressed Air

	 
            
            






      
             
             
                            
		
            

            
             
        
            

           
                    
					
                    Magazine
                

                

[image: MARCH 2024]To view a digital copy of the MARCH 2024 edition of Hydraulics & Pneumatics Magazine, click here.



For a FREE subscription please click here



To visit the Library for past issues click here





[image: JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2024 Issue]To view a digital copy of the JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2024 edition of Hydraulics & Pneumatics Magazine, click here.



For a FREE subscription please click here



To visit the Library for past issues click here





[image: JULY/AUG 2023 Issue inc. BUYERS' GUIDE]To view a digital copy of the JULY/AUGUST ISSUE of Hydraulics & Pneumatics magazine that includes the ANNUAL BUYERS' Guide for 2023,  click here.



To visit the Library for past issues click here




[image: BFPA Yearbook]To read the latest BFPA Yearbook, click here  ..

[image: BFPA Training Academy]Click the image to go to the BFPA Training Academy website

[image: Compressed Air & Vacuum Technology Guide 2018]To read the official BCAS Compressed Air & Vacuum Technology Guide 2018  click here

[image: Offshore Europe Journal]






                        
		
            

             
                
                    
                        
  Newsletter                    


 


  
    
      Newsletter  
      To register for our email newsletter, please enter your email address below
      
      
      
    

  




                    
                    


             
             
                   
                   
                   
                    
                    
                    
                       
                       
                    

                    
                       
                       
                    

                

                

                
		   
                

                

             
                
                
                    
                
                
		   
                

                
                
               
    
                        
                
                    
            
                Twitter  
            

             

               Tweets by @HPMag

             

            
                    


                

            

        
        

        
        
        

        
        
        
        	
	Hydraulics & Pneumatics
	About
	Subscribe (UK)
	Subscribe (non UK)
	Digital Issues
	Engineering Handbooks
	Editorial Programme
	UK Media Pack 2024
	UK Media Pack 2023
	USA Media Pack 2023

	  
	Terms and Conditions
	Sitemap
	Privacy Policy
	Cookies
	Legal Notice
	Disclaimer


	Other Publications
	Drives & Controls
	Plant & Works Engineering
	Power Electronics Europe
	Offshore Engineering & Equipment (online)
	Smart Futures (Online)
	Aftermarket Online
	 

	Events
	Talking Industry
	[image: ]


©DFA Media Group 1999-2024

	

        

        

        
[image: ]
    








