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Legislation and standards update – Latest news from Europe  



	21 March, 2019
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BCAS is a key member of Pneurop, the European committee of manufactures of compressors, vacuum pumps and pneumatic tools, acting as secretariat for several Pneurop committees and as chair of the national secretaries.


 There is a new Pneurop working group focusing on the issue of digitalisation, concerning topics such as data legislation, cybersecurity, artificial intelligence and online platforms for which, BCAS has a nominated representative to develop policy and present the views and challenges of the UK market.
 Upcoming 2019 European parliament elections are currently influencing work plans programmed for this year and beyond, with some items being prioritised before a potential change of representatives.
 Although Brexit negotiations are continuing apace these are not expected to affect directives concerning safety, health and environmental issues at present, but resource is inevitably diverted to concentrate on these important issues.
 Here is a brief overview of some of the key areas of focus for Pneurop:
 Machinery Directive (MD)
 An impact assessment began at the end of 2018. No major revisions are expected, but there will be a number of improvements and clarifications. The impact of new technologies such as artificial intelligence (AI), the Internet of Things (IoT) and human-robot cooperation are the focus. The impact assessment report and EC proposal for a new MD is expected for 2019/2020.
 Outdoor Noise Directive (OND)
 The public consultation concluded in April 2018 with a final report presented in September 2018. Findings of the report concluded that the directive has had positive impacts on the reduction of noise emissions, but that a revision (possibly with further noise limit reductions) would be welcomed by the commission to encourage further gains.
 Pressure Equipment (PED) and Simple Pressure Vessels (SPVD) Directives
 The revised PED and SPVD Guidelines were published in October 2018. Also, revisions of
 EN 286-2 and EN 286-3 are ongoing to achieve compliance with SPVD to aid harmonisation.
 Registration, Evaluation, Authorisation and Restriction of Chemicals (REACH)
 Reach is an EU regulation dating from 18 December 2006, which addresses the production and use of chemical substances, and their potential impacts on both human health and the environment.
 The latest review report in March 2018 stated that no amendments were required, but some actions were proposed to make the regulation more effective.
 Circular Economy
 The current global focus on the reduction of ‘single-use’ plastics is affecting some end-users in the plastics industry, as they adjust to a reduction in demand for their products and their consumption of compressed air reduces. This has little direct impact on current air compressor manufacturing practices (other than packaging for components, etc.), but the future focus may shift to a ‘design for recycling’ methodology, encouraging the industry to explore the use of more recycled material during the design process. More widely, this concept focuses on the objectives of cutting resource use, reducing waste and boosting recycling.


 Ecodesign Directive
 For the compressed air industry, the focus remains on Ecodesign; Lot 31, which potentially incorporates components of energy efficiency and labelling directives.
 Since the European Commission appointed a policy officer the project has built momentum.
 Alongside ‘standard air’ products (Part 1), the measure will likely include ‘oil-free’ and ‘low pressure’ compressor packages (Part 2) within a single item of legislation, but with different requirements for each group. As energy saving potential is relatively low, it is likely that product information requirements will be the primary concern.
 Final adoption of the Lot 31 Ecodesign measure is still expected for the beginning of 2020 at the earliest, (with the Lot 30 for Electric Motors expected to be adopted in Summer 2019).
 Energy Efficiency Directive
 The Energy Union has set headline targets for energy efficiency of 32.5% for 2030 (with a clause included to review and possibly increase the target in 2023). The expected impact of these targets is likely to place increased pressure on industry to develop and supply more energy efficient products.
 Renewable Energy Sources Directive
 This sets a 1.3% annual increase of the share of RES for heating and cooling during 2021 – 2025. We can expect to see incentives for small installations intended to encourage ‘self-consumption.’
 F-Gas phase-down
 The phase-down process is ongoing, and the benefits of reclaiming and recycling is being promoted to reduce the impact of increasing costs due to restricted supply. The promotion of lower GWP refrigerants is also being encouraged to increase end-user awareness. A report on the availability of HFCs in the EU is expected December 2020, with a report on the alternatives to HFCs expected December 2022. HFC prices are expected to rise further (R404A prices have already doubled and some manufacturers are expected to stop production from next year).
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