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        The next edition is the APRIL/MAY 2024 ISSUE Editorial features include:  Hydraulics section – FLUID ANALYSIS, FILTRATION, PUMPS, HOSE REELS, SWAGING. Pneumatics - the latest products & accessories.  The Integrated Systems section covers ELECTRO-PNEUMATIC SYSTEMS Applications section - EDUCATION/TRAINING/APPRENTICESHIPS Compressed Air & Generators section - the latest in Air Products, Treatment, Compressors, Hose & Fittings. Knowledge Base section – ADDITIVE MANUFACTURING/3D PRINTING. Special Reports - MANUFACTURING FOCUS. Dates & Deadlines - editorial by 10th APRIL, advertising booking/copy by 10th. APRIL, the scheduled publication date is from 1st MAY.  Please email for assistance, more information etc. Andrew.Jell@dfamedia.co.uk or Ryan.Fuller@dfamedia.co.uk 
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The Apprenticeship Levy has arrived 



	13 April, 2017
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The Apprenticeship Levy, a levy on UK employers to fund new apprenticeships first announced at the Chancellor’s Autumn Statement in November 2015, has now been introduced. In England, control of apprenticeship funding is now put in the hands of employers through the Digital Apprenticeship Service. The Levy is charged at a rate of 0.5% of an employer’s paybill. Each employer will receive an allowance of £15,000 to offset against their Levy payment. The Levy will affect employers in all sectors, but will only be paid on annual paybills in excess of £3 million, and so less than 2% of UK employers will pay it.


 The UK Government has said that the Levy’s objective is to boost productivity by investing in human capital. As part of this, the Government states it is committed to developing vocational skills, and to increasing the quantity and quality of apprenticeships. It has committed to an additional 3 million apprenticeship starts in England by 2020. The Levy aims to help to deliver new apprenticeships and to support quality training by putting employers at the centre of the system. The Government comments that employers who are committed to training will be able to get back more than they put in by training sufficient numbers of apprentices.
 The Apprenticeship Levy may be a game changer, but it has its challenges, according to Bally Bhogal, managing director of new Birmingham-based advisory firm Independent Training and Skills Services (ITSS). She said one of the biggest challenges is the lack of knowledge and understanding around apprenticeships and the subsequent handover of control to a training provider. “Being in the driving seat is key to ensuring that employers get a good deal,” she remarked, adding that the Apprenticeship marketplace has over 1500 registered training companies, so “doing your homework” can really pay off to avoid getting ripped off.
 With companies paying £3 billion a year, the CBI has cautioned that significant concerns still exist about whether the policy will deliver the high-quality training businesses and apprentices need. With the Government having worked quickly to get the Apprenticeship Levy in place for the launch, which took place on 6 April, its focus so far has been on building an operational system that works. Now the policy has been introduced, the CBI is repeating its call for the Government to broaden its focus, prioritising quality and long-term success measures alongside growing apprentice numbers.


 Neil Carberry, CBI director for people and skills policy, said for the Levy to be a success it must deliver long-lasting careers and close skills gaps, not just create more apprenticeships. The CBI has identified a number of recommendations for the Government, which it maintains would help employers access quality training with confidence. These recommendations include:
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Smart Manufacturing & Engineering Week

05 - 06 June, 2024

NEC, Birmingham

	
HILLHEAD 2024

25 June, 2024, 9:00 - 27 June, 2024, 16:00

Hillhead Quarry, Buxton, Derbyshire UK
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