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Boge compressor cleans up fossils at multi-million pound Jurassic museum



	17 August, 2016

 


Industrial air compressor manufacturer Boge has supplied one of its high-quality, fully featured compressed air stations for an unusual application at a multi-million-Pound museum on Dorset’s Jurassic coast.



The celebrated Etches Collection of around 2200 fossils will be housed in a purpose-built £4.7 million building in Kimmeridge, between Swanage and Weymouth. The museum has been developed and constructed by The Kimmeridge Trust, which will also be responsible for conserving and enhancing the fossil collection and operating the museum once it is built. When it opens towards the end of 2016, the museum will feature an area demonstrating how the fossils are cleaned and prepared for display.

Eye-catching equipment

Since the public will be able to watch this activity, Steve Etches, the curator of this unique fossil collection and founder of the Kimmeridge Trust, was keen to feature attractive and eye-catching equipment in the demonstration area of the museum.

David Whetlor, director of Poole-based Boge Platinum Partner Wessex Compressors, explained: “The new stone-built building will display the fossil collection from the Kimmeridge Clay, which is 152 to 156 million years old. There will also be a workshop area behind glass so that visitors can watch work being done on cleaning the fossils, including air abrading the matrix off of the specimens with a Boge C5DR compressed air station.”

Wessex Compressors will fit and maintain the system, which is designed to supply up to 22 cubic feet of air per minute at 8 bar of pressure.

Whetlor said: “Because the compressor will be on show and sometimes operating during demonstrations, it is important that it looks good and is whisper quiet. The Boge product is both these things.” He added: “Boge delivered a compressor to our facility and Steve Etches came down to see it working. He was so impressed he agreed to specify it immediately.”

The compressor sits on a receiver and features a refrigerant dryer – all preassembled by Boge – and air is fed into a square-sectioned aluminium pipework system.



Integration

Boge C series compressors have all of the essential components integrated in a single compact module. The lack of hoses and connection pipes makes it practically impossible for leaks to occur and minimises pressure losses. The compressors are modular, which means they can be custom configured.

The Boge C5DR’s small footprint will allow it to be installed easily in the fossil museum workshop, right where it is needed. Each individual element – from the receiver to the refrigerant dryer and oil/water separator – comes ready assembled and the package is delivered ready for connection.

Whetlor concluded: “We are probably one of Boge’s longest serving distributors, having first partnered with them in 1994. They manufacture their compressors to an exceptionally high standard, and their products are highly engineered and reliable. But it’s the working relationship that really sets Boge apart; they are a great company to work with, helpful and responsive.

“As a service-based company, the last thing we want to do is sell something that is going to give customers grief. There’s no chance of that with Boge. They are highly flexible and their spares operation is second to none. Indeed, their remarkable agility enables them to produce precisely what we need when we need it.”

www.boge.co.uk
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